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Principal’s Corner 
Welcome Back Centennial Panther Families, 
 
We are off to a great start and know it will be a wonderful year!  We are proud of 
the work that all students, staff, and parents are doing alongside one another to 
ensure that our Centennial Panthers are on the road to being college and career 
ready.  It is wonderful to see so many returning Panthers and also meet new 
friends! 
 
We are fortunate to have amazing students, an exceptional staff, and outstanding 
parents.  The dedication we see in classrooms each and every day is proof that we 
are individualizing instruction to meet your student’s needs in the classroom as 
well as by hosting a variety of family engagement events to involve families in our     
learning.  Students will have a specialized and trained teacher for reading, math, 

writing, specials, science, and social studies.  We are succeeding academically, and we are lucky to have     
positive learning environments, results, and positive community involvement. Thank you for your ongoing 
support and for your votes to make us a Best of School for Colorado Springs!  

 
Summer 2019 was a busy time at Centennial!  Our building underwent and extensive  renovation in  

9 weeks!  We want to thank all of the voters who voted yes on The Harrison School District 2 Bond initiative 
on the November Ballot.  This measure passing allowed our school’s renovation!  Every classroom has new 
student desks, furniture, and materials!  We are also very excited that our  library became a learning          
commons as part of the renovation!  We will have opportunities in the future for our families and community 
members to take a tour and see our amazing learning spaces!  Thank you for your ongoing support of our 
school, and we know our students, staff, and  families will enjoy our newly improved facility for many years to 
come.   

 
We need your help to continue to ensure all students are thriving here at Centennial. The staff at 

Centennial has high expectations of our students, families, and ourselves.  We know that working together 
with parents and families will make a difference for each of our students.  Students should ask themselves 
three important questions each night: 

 
Did I read at least 20 minutes last night? 
Did I do my homework? 
Did I come to school on time? 
 

Please help support the Centennial Team and our mission of Achievement NOW to ensure these 
goals are met on a daily basis. We look forward to seeing everyone on September 12th at 4:30 pm for our  
Carnival.  We will have a booth for parents to signup as volunteers at the carnival.  A major goal is to increase 
our VIPs and volunteers this year.  Please consider signing up to help our school this year.  Thank you for all 
you do to support our school!  It is a GREAT year to be a Panther! 
 

Achievement NOW, 

 
Mrs. Kim Noyes Mr. Kelly Lane 
Principal  Assistant Principal 

Kim Noyes,          
Principal 

Kelly Lane,             
Assistant Principal 

 

1860 S. Chelton Rd., 
Colorado Springs, CO 

80910 

(719) 579-2155/56 
Fax (719) 538-1383 

 

School Hours: 

Monday                   
9:40 am - 3:35 pm 

Tuesday - Friday     
8:10 am - 3:35 pm 

 

Important Dates: 

Sep 12 - Carnival  

Oct 02 - Picture Day 

Oct  07 - No School  
(Teacher Workday) 

 

September 2019 

Centennial      
Elementary 

School 
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 First Grade News 
We are off to a great start!  It has been great working with your child.  

 
In reading and writing, we are excited to be using our Wonders program. In reading we are 
focusing on rhyming, letter sounds, identifying details in a text, and writing the sounds we 
hear. In writing we are completing sentence frames with details.  
 
In math, we are continuing to practice addition and subtraction fluency through working 
with number sentences, number bonds, and word problems. We have practiced using    
multiple strategies including but not limited to 5 group cards, fingers, counting on and 
drawing a picture. Please keep an eye out for parent tip sheets that may help you              
understand the Eureka strategies and how you can help your child. 
 

In science, we will continue learning about the properties of solids, liquids, and gases.  In social studies, we 
will continue to explore timelines and events. 
 
Reminders: 
** Homework packets are due every Monday. Students will spend recess completing them if they are not 
turned in complete.  

 
 

Daily Schedule 
Monday: 9:40-3:35 
Tuesday-Friday: 8:10-3:35 
Specials: Monday 11:05    Tues.-Friday 9:35 
Lunch/Recess: 12:15-12:45 

Kindergarten News 
Welcome to Kindergarten!  We are so glad that your child is here.  August was a very busy month for us.  We 
learned rules and procedures of how to behave in school, made new friends, and began our educational 
journey. We have been working on beginning reading, writing and math skills.  In September, we will begin 
to start meeting in groups for reading. These groups are based on what each child 
needs to help them succeed.  
 
We would like to thank the McDivitt Law Firm for donating our school supplies 
this year.  Our students received pencils, erasers, crayons, markers, folders, glue 
sticks as well as Kleenex, and hand sanitizer.   
 
Please make sure to label all your child’s belongings-backpacks, coats, hats,  
lunchboxes.  Also, it is helpful to have a change of clothes, in each backpack, in case a change of clothes is 
needed. We will make an effort to send all items home each day.  Please also encourage your child to help 
keep track of them.  
 
We would also like to make sure you are checking folders each night. Homework will be coming home this 
month and important notes and information is sent home, in the folder. If you have any questions or       
concerns, please feel free to contact us. 
 
Mrs. Washburn, Mrs. King, Ms. Kimsey, and Mrs. Fisk 
Kindergarten Team 

Reading and Writing Teachers: 
Ms. Snow: ksnow@hsd2.org 
Ms. Chaltry: achaltry@hsd2.org  
Math, Science, and Social Studies Teachers: 
Mrs. Merwede: acharfauros-merwede@hsd2.org  
Ms. Vastila: svastila@hsd2.org         

mailto:ksnow@hsd2.org
mailto:achaltry@hsd2.org
mailto:svastila@hsd2.org
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Third Grade News 
Math - Third grade math has started strong. Students have jumped right into multiplication and division. We 
have already discussed making arrays, equal groups, tape diagrams and number 
bonds to solve multiplication and division problems. We will be shifting into 
measurement, rounding, and addition and subtraction in module two.  
 
ELA - We started Module 1 The Sea reading Amos & Boris. We have also started     
using our knowledge of Topic Sentences to help us create paragraphs (Topic    
Sentence, Main Idea, Supporting Detail, Conclusion Sentence). 

Fourth Grade News 
4th grade is off to a great start! A couple reminders: Your child’s lunch time is at 11:20. Specials is at 10:15 
on Mondays and 8:45 the rest of the week. If your child has “think sheet” written on their calendar, please 
review this with them and sign it so they can return it. If a think sheet comes back signed the following day 
there are no additional consequences for the first think sheet of the week. We want this process to           
emphasize reflecting on one’s actions and being more successful in the future. If a student does not bring 
back a signed think sheet, he/she will lose their incentive recess. If a student receives a second think sheet 
in a week there will be additional consequences at school. Keep an eye out for progress reports coming 
home September 6th. We greatly appreciate your ongoing support.  
 
In math, students are extending their work with whole numbers. They began with large numbers using      
familiar units (hundreds and thousands) and are now developing their understanding of millions by building 
knowledge of the pattern of times ten in the base ten system on the place value chart (Standard 4.NBT.1). 
They are recognizing that each sequence of three digits is read as hundreds, tens, and ones followed by the 
naming of the corresponding base thousand unit (thousand, million, billion). Math homework is given out as 

a packet every Monday and is expected to be turned in the 
following Monday.  
                        Continued on Page 4 

Second Grade News 
We are off to a terrific start to the 2019-2020 school year. Here is what we have been learning in Language 
Arts, Math, and Science. 
 
Language Arts -  We have been learning about long and short vowel sounds, and retelling key elements from 
a story in complete sentences. 

 
Math - We just finished our unit on single and double digit addition and subtraction, and 
are moving into our unit on measurement. 
 
Science - We have been studying force and motion. 
 

Email address: atetmeyer@hsd2.org, amorris@hsd2.org, lrademacher@hsd2.org, mwatson@hsd2.org  

mailto:atetmeyer@hsd2.org
mailto:amorris@hsd2.org
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Ann Ansardi, SSN Teacher   -   Joel Karr, SSN Teacher   -  Ryan Sebastian, Mild Moderate Teacher                                
Leigh Ann Merchant, Mild Moderate Teacher   -   Vinessa Lopez, Mild Moderate Teacher  

 

 

4th Grade News (continued) 
This month in ELA, students will be taking a closer look at the human heart. Students will be reading The  
Circulatory Story, which is a lovely science fiction story with beautiful illustrations. This book will help build 
their knowledge on how the human heart works as well as what it actually looks like. Over the course of this 
month student’s main objective is to learn what makes a great heart literally. We will focus on how to       
exercise and eat right to keep our heart nice and strong. They will prove this with class discussions as well as 
writing. This first part of our module will be working with informative writing. Students will explain what it 
takes to have a literal great heart and supply evidence from The Circulatory Story to prove their points.  

 
Fifth Grade News 

 Fifth grade writing is off to a great start with the Wit and Wisdom   
curriculum. This quarter your  students will examine a variety of            
informational texts designed to build foundational knowledge about 
U.S westward expansion. During this time, students will also read the 
historical novel Thunder Rolling in the Mountains by Newbery medalist 
Scott O’dell. Throughout this quarter, students will explain how       
examples of history are intertwined in the historical novel. In supporting their thinking, students will be      
expected to justify and explain their thinking using evidence from the text. The reading and writing team 
is looking forward to sharing the adventure of the westward expansion.  

 In the first few weeks of school, fifth graders will be learning about the human body. Students will learn 
about the different systems in humans and how they work together. You can help your student at home 
by asking what are different parts of the skeletal system, nervous system, circulatory system, etc. Ask 
them to draw a picture for you, name the parts of the system, or describe them to you!  

 5th grade Math is starting off strong. Students are working on using the place value system, including 
adding and subtracting decimals. Also, students should be working on their multiplication and division 
fluency at home. If you would like to work with your student on arithmetic operations like addition,   
subtraction, multiplication and division that would be a huge help throughout the year!  

 

Can Do Corner 
Here in the Can Do Corner we are continuing to work hard.  In reading, we are working on decoding words 
by focusing on vowel sounds and blending the sounds together to form the words in order to gain an              
understanding of the text. This also connects to writing, as we are writing sentences and forming paragraphs 
to show what we have learned from our reading.  In math, we are building numbers sense by making tens 
and hundreds. We continue to practicing adding and subtracting. Some of us are working on multiplication 
and division.  

 
 
Please instill routines around mealtime and bedtime for your child. These routines allow 
your student to make the most of his/her day at school. Also, read a book (or a chapter) 
with or to your child every night. It is enjoyed more than you know. Thanks for all of your 
support as we move through this school year!  
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In kindergarten, we are working on lines! Curvy, Straight, Think, Thin, Zigzag.  We are 
making Kandinsky inspired Cool Color Squares! 
In first grade, we are talking about Warm colors and making Paul Klee inspired Castles. 
Second graders are learning about abstract and realistic still life. Ask any second grader 
what Wayne Theibaud likes to paint!!! 

 
Third graders have been watching and talking about Jackson Pollock and his Action painting. They have 
action painted some awesome paintings of their own but the drop cloth ….. is a piece of art  itself! 
Fourth graders have been learning about focal point and emphasis, background and foreground. Ask a 
fourth grader what one of the 3 most well know paintings of the world are ..... hint – the artist is Vincent                 

       Van Gogh. Was he happy or sad when he painted it? 
Fifth graders have been ripping paper pages for their own sketchbook. We are talking about choices and 
how they would like to bind their books. 

 
Kindergarten students are learning how they can manipulate their voice to 
create numerous sounds and echo melodic and rhythmic patterns. 
 
1st grade students are learning about what a beat is and the beginnings of   
rhythms. 

 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade students are continuing their knowledge of understanding the beat and learning 
more rhythms. 
 
5th Grade students are learning how varying rhythms create different feelings and how to perform        
syncopated rhythms together. 

 
  

We have begun the first lesson of Code.org for grades 2-5. They are            
processing what it means to code and to use directions such as left and right 
to solve a puzzle using Angry Birds characters. 
 
Kindergarten and 1st grade students are learning how to apply simple math 
and hand eye coordination to their weekly lessons. 
  

Physical Education 

Kindergarten and 1st grade students are learning how to play safely and 
respect other students personal space. 

 
2nd grade students are practicing their locomotor skills. (Skipping,               
galloping, hopping, running, leaping and sliding) 
 
3rd Grade students are learning how the body changes during physical         
activity and the importance of exercising often. 
 
4th and 5th Grade students are working on sportsmanship. They are also learning how to resolve                  

conflicts in an appropriate way. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2         

Labor Day    

(No School) 

3 4 5 

Skate City   

4:00 PM - 6:00 

6 7 

8 

Grandparent’s 

Day 

9                         

Late Start     

9:40 AM               

10 11 12                        

Carnival            

4:30 PM - 6:00  

13 14 

15 16 

Late Start     

9:40 AM               

17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 

Late Start     

9:40 AM               

24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 

Late Start     

9:40 AM               

     

B 

A 

A 

A 

A 

B 

B 

B 

C 

C 

C 

C 

D

D

D

D

E

E

E
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EA B C D = Specials Day 
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